Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, August 16, 2012 – Approved

Members present:  Bry Beeson, Chair, Emily Bryant, Tom Bubolz, Carl Schmidt, Kathy Baker, Craig Putnam, Secretary

Visitors: Hannah Putnam, Andrea Caruso, Sarah Schwaegler

The meeting commenced at 7:10 PM.  

The minutes from the OCC meeting on July 19, 2012 were reviewed, with minor corrections made.  Carl Schmidt moved that the minutes be approved as corrected; Tom seconded the motion and all approved. 

There was brief discussion about the work project at the Orford Conservation Land on July 21: is there anyone to do the mowing on a regular basis?  Kathy Baker offered to look into this matter.

At 7:15 the Chair declared a closed session to review the minutes of the Executive Session on July 19, and to conduct other confidential discussion.  The visitors left for this portion of the meeting.

At 7:25 the Chair opened the meeting to the public again, with the visitors invited to return.

Bry announced that a letter had been received from Bob Richmond with a check for $2000 for the OCC to fund management of and improvements to the Orford Conservation

Land, which was given to the town by Bob Richmond’s mother, Hilda Richmond.  A note of thanks was circulated for OCC members’ signatures, to be sent to the family in appreciation of the monetary contribution.  The check is already deposited in the Conservation Fund.
Carl Schmidt reported that 3 more copies of the Natural Resource Inventory had been sold, and recommended that we purchase 10 more copies from Gnomon Copy.
Carl Schmidt announced two upcoming training sessions:  On Friday August 17, there will be a training session on Invasive Species in the Riparian Environment, to be held in Lancaster, NH., and on September 12, 2012, the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission will host an informational presentation, “Septic Sense”.
Chair Bry invited Hannah Putnam to make the evening’s planned presentation: Invasive Plant Identification: Their Native Look-Alikes and Treatment Options. 

Hannah represents both the Vermont Institute of Natural Science and the Ottaquechee Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area.

The power point presentation covered creating an invasive plant management plan, and the identification and treatment options for the top 10 invasives in our area.  Live specimens of several species were on hand, along with native “look alikes”, allowing members to gain a sense of some of the challenges of accurately identifying, and helping other to identify, invasive species.  Effective treatment options presented consist of mechanical means (including specialized tools and fire), hand pulling (suitable only with certain species) and chemical treatments (again, best suited to certain species and situations, usually not including riparian environments).  The need for respecting state and federal laws was emphasized.  
Commission members actively engaged in discussion about prioritizing what areas in town to focus on, or whether to first inventory large areas of town so as to know key areas to target for treatment options.  Commission members concluded that we should focus our efforts initially on the Orford Conservation Land as it has high visibility in town, is publicly owned land, is likely to have invasive species, and is small enough to be able to make a difference.  Town resident Andrea Caruso volunteered to make an initial survey to identify invasive species present.
In a brief time of announcements, Tom mentioned he had not heard a response from Eastern Analytical regarding testing of household water.  However he was able to hand out a water testing guide put out by the NH Dept. of Environmental Services
Tom made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Emily, and approved by all.  The meeting concluded at 8:50 PM.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

