Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, December 20, 2012

Members present:  Bry Beeson, Chair, Harry Pease, Vice Chair, Anne Duncan-Cooley, Craig Putnam, Secretary, Tom Bubolz, Emily Bryant, Carl Schmidt, Carl Cassel, Fran Plaisted (Alternate)

The meeting commenced at 7:00 PM.

Minutes from November 15 were reviewed, Carl Schmidt moving to approve, with Harry seconding.  The motion carried unanimously excepting an abstention from a member absent from that meeting.
Harry Pease reported on his work on the bylaws.  Harry discovered in his research that the OCC was established in 1972 with 3 members, Forrest Bunten serving as the first Chair.  By the time of the first annual report, 7 members were listed.
Harry had communicated with Carol Andrews, Executive Director of the NH Association of Conservation Commissions, who shared her opinion that bylaws – if drafted – should be kept as simple and non-legalistic as possible.  With that in mind, Harry will continue working with his draft.  Harry asked and received permission from the Members to submit his draft to Carol Andrews for comment before bringing it back for Commission review at our next meeting.  Members expressed thanks to Harry for his work and inclusion of the Commission members in the process.

The Chair reminded the Members that the OCC annual report is due in the Town Office by January 9, 2013.  With input from Members, the following outline was constructed: 1) Water Testing, 2) Richmond Conservation Land, 3) Newsletter, 4) the “dark skies” issue mentioned in the Natural Resource Inventory as it relates to street lights and the Energy Committee, 5) our work on Invasive Species in the school and with two public presentations.   Bry will write up the report with the help of submissions from various Members.
Bry received word from Ann Green (Planning Board member) of an opportunity for a powerpoint presentation on floodplain regulations and responsibilities by Jennifer Gilbert of the NH Office of Energy and Planning.  Members agreed to schedule our January OCC meeting at 6:00 PM in order to be able to invite Jennifer Gilbert to give her presentation during our regular meeting time, 7-9 PM.  Bry will post notice of this meeting change.
Ron Rhoads, north country river steward of the Connecticut River Watershed Council, has expressed his willingness and availability to speak to us on river issues.  Emily will arrange for him to meet with us at our regular meeting either in March or April.
Bry mentioned that he will invite Bruce Schwaegler to report (either in person or by letter as he wishes) on progress on conservation efforts around the Indian Pond watershed.

Anne gave a report from the Selectmen.  Anne will be heading up an effort to revitalize the town website, and invites our input.  She also noted that the Town is looking for 1 or 2 individuals to represent the Town and the Conservation Commission, on the Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, which meets monthly in Lebanon.  She noted it is a good opportunity to gain information, as well as to represent our interests.

In his work on drafting a Land Management Plan for the Orford Conservation Land, Bry consulted with Pete Helm of the Upper Valley Land Trust, who offered the plan for the Rivendell Conservation Land here in town, as a good model to work from.
Carl Schmidt, the OCC liaison with the UVLT, noted that the leaseholder of the Rivendell Conservation Land is Pat Tullar, with whom they have recently met.  As part of the agreement, Pat has been doing work this winter on cutting back the encroaching hedgerows around the field portion of that land; more work on that will continue this winter.

Carl also reported that the UVLT is currently engaged in discussions with the owners of the Dennis property.

Craig reported that Northern Woodlands, local publisher of the regional publication, Northern Woodlands Magazine, recently gave the Commission a copy of their book “The Outside Story”, a compilation of articles that have appeared over time in area newspapers and online.  Members agreed that the book could be circulated in a “lending library” mode for members to read a month at a time.  The articles are well written, and deal with many issues related to our work.   The same material can be accessed on-line at northernwoodlands.org/outside story.
At 8:20 Tom moved to adjourn, a motion Carl Cassel seconded and all affirmed, agreeing to meet again on January 17 of the new year, one hour early, at 6:00 PM.

Craig Putnam, Secretary
