Orford Conservation Commission Minutes – February 16 2012 – Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Chair, Emily Bryant, Carl Schmidt, Anne Duncan-Cooley, Tom Bubolz, Harry Pease, Bry Beeson, Carl Cassel, Craig Putnam, Secretary

The minutes from our January 19 meeting were reviewed; minor corrections were made.  

Bry moved that the minutes be approved, with minor corrections.  The motion was seconded by Harry, and approved by all.

Robb reported that he had contacted Peg Merrens of the Upper Valley Land Trust regarding the proposed monument to be placed on the Richmond Conservation Land.  No response has been received.

Craig and Anne reported on their ad hoc nominating committee efforts.  Kathy Baker has agreed to step in as an Alternate Member on the Conservation Commission.  More work will be done on locating two more Alternates, as well as finding a replacement for the Chair, Robb Day, who will be stepping down in April.  Emphasis was placed on the importance of “fluidity of movement” within the Commission, with members rotating through the offices so that no one member feels disproportionately burdened.  Robb will outline the duties of the Chair as he experienced it in his tenure.

Craig reported on his effort to spur some interest at Rivendell Academy for an Invasive Species educational effort for the community and the school.  He is in the process of connecting with an Environmental Science class teacher.

Carl Schmidt reported on two concerns:  HB1515 (an effort to redirect Land Use Change Tax revenues into the General Fund) is “still hanging fire” (and there may be other similar initiatives in the works).  He also reported that the 18 people who signed up for copies of the Natural Resource Inventory, have now received their copies.
Anne and Bry have started a review of Conservation Commission by-laws.  Bry recommends those adopted by Salem as a useful template.  Anne, Robb, and Carl Cassel will meet to work on them to bring to us at our March meeting.

We discussed an Orford Conservation Commission display at Town Meeting.  Emily has made a map of the Bischoff conserved land of Upper Baker Pond; she will call the Bischoff’s for specific permission to use this map for the public display.  We agreed to have extra copies of the NRI on hand, as well as displays of some of the NRI maps.  Carl Schmidt and Robb will work together on new text and names explaining who did what on the NRI.  Emily and Bry are on top of details of the Photo Contest; Carl Cassel will secure prizes for winning photos in each category.
Bry reported he had contacted the Richmond family regarding the monument they hoped to erect on the Richmond Conservation Land, honoring their parents.  A draft of the proposed wording on the stone was presented by Bry as follows: 

The Orford Conservation Commission supports Bob Richmond and family for their request to erect a stone, described in Bob’s letter, in place of the current sign, naming the 11 acre Town owned land “Orford Conservation Land”.  This land has been known as “The Richmond Conservation Land” and is located between Route 10 and the Connecticut River, north of town.”  
Anne moved that we accept that draft; the motion was seconded by Harry, and approved unanimously.  Bry will draft a letter of thanks to the family.  The idea was floated that we might plan an event for the public at the land once good weather is with us, to publicize both this resource, and the generosity and example of the Richmond family in setting aside this land.

Tom moved that we adjourn; Bry seconded the motion, which was approved by all.

Craig Putnam,  Secretary
