Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, January 19, 2012 – Approved
Present:  Emily Bryant, Vice Chair, Tom Bubolz, Bry Beeson, Carl Schmidt, Anne Duncan-Cooley, Carl Cassel, Craig Putnam, Secretary

The minutes from our December meeting were reviewed.  Bry moved that the minutes be approved, with two minor corrections.  The motion was seconded by Tom, and approved. 

Our annual photo contest, “Orford Outdoors”, will again be coordinated by Bry and Emily. Emily has placed boxes in the two libraries.  Carl Cassel will look into prizes.

Tentative plans were discussed on having a display at Town Meeting March 13, focusing on the recently completed Natural Resource Inventory, featuring various maps from the Inventory, as well as the NRI recommendations.  Emily will have on hand maps of the Indian Pond Heritage Trail; Carl Schmidt will check into getting another set of NRIs duplicated to have available for sale.
With annual elections approaching for OCC officers, members agreed on the need to initiate a formal nominations process.  We will be needing a new Chair (Robb having indicated his intention to step down) and to expand the number of Alternates.  Anne and Craig volunteered to meet as a nominating committee, and will report back next month.
Carl Schmidt reported on HB 1515 which would redirect receipts from the Land Use Change Tax into the General Fund.  Carl will email Carol Andrews of the NH Association of Conservation Commissions, to keep us apprised on this matter.
A letter has been received from the family of Hilda Richmond (who passed away 12/22/2011), expressing a desire to erect some form of monument or memorial to their parents at the site of the Richmond Conservation Land.  Members realize that we need to clarify certain details, such as wording and the exact sort of sign that would be permissible and appropriate.  We decided that a letter should be sent by the OCC Chair Robb Day to the Upper Valley Land Trust for their recommendation on these matters, which would be the basis for our recommendation to the Selectboard.  It was also agreed that Bry Beeson should call Bob Richmond (son of Hilda) to suggest using the words “Conservation Land” instead of “park” on the inscription of the monument.
We were reminded that all OCC members are invited to the Upper Valley Land Trust’s annual Conservation Commission Gathering to be held in White River Junction January 31 at the Bugbee Center.  Carl Schmidt offered to facilitate a carpool.

Anne went to a presentation at the Municipal Network at which a professor talked about climate change and how to deal with it.  The take-home message: climate change is here.  This led to a brief discussion of invasive species, one instance of which Carl Schmidt noted was a heavy infestation of Japanese Barberry on Rivendell Academy property. 
Tom moved that we adjourn, which was seconded by Bry and approved by all. 

Craig Putnam, Secretary
