Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, July 19, 2012 – Approved
Present:  Bry Beeson, Chair, Harry Pease, Vice Chair, Kathy Baker, Carl Cassel, Tom Bubolz, Emily Bryant, Carl Schmidt, Craig Putnam, Secretary

The Chair opened the meeting at 7:00 PM.

Bry noted the upcoming deadline for submitting to the Friends of the Orford Libraries’ quarterly newsletter, a column with news of the Conservation Commission’s recent work.

Harry agreed to submit a column for the newsletter this time.

A question arose as to the proper procedure for submitting money donations or payments to the town treasurer.  One must get from the town clerk what amounts to a paper deposit slip, which when filled out would go with the money to the Treasurer.
Bry floated a proposal that the Commission might institute a program encouraging townspeople to test their well water.  This would mainly be a matter of making the information available.  Tom offered to talk with Bill McKee to see what tests the town water district does on their system.

Tom will also talk with Eastern Analytical to see what services they might make available to town residents.

Emily reported on her special focus: town lands that the Conservation Commission has responsibility for managing, and land on which the town has easements for conservation.  Emily feels she needs to work on determining which lands are supervised by whom.  To that end, she plans to do more background work on deeds, etc.
Bry reported that a monetary gift is anticipated from Bob Richmond to pay for physical enhancements, as well as planning, for the Orford Conservation Land.  Bry emphasized that the Richmond family’s continuing interest in this land reinforces the importance of the investment of our time and resources to make this land a showpiece.  All OCC members were invited to come on Saturday 7/21 at 9:00 AM for a general maintenance and upkeep session around the parking area of the Orford Conservation Land.
The Chair requested that the Commission go into Executive Session to discuss confidential matters, at approximately 7:45.  The Commission returned to open business session at 8:35.

Craig briefly updated members on the upcoming public session on Invasive Plant Species, co-sponsored by the OCC and the Orford Social Library, to be presented by Hannah Putnam from the Vermont Institute of Natural Science and the Ottaquechee Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area.  This will take place at the Library on Monday July 30 at 7 PM.  It was also noted that at our next scheduled OCC meeting, Thursday, August 16, 2012, the majority of our time will be set aside for a follow-up session with Hannah Putnam on invasives.  The focus will be on “training the trainers”: once we’ve learned the basics about the problem and the species of concern, we need to grapple with issues of prioritizing and identifying the most effective responses we can make, as well as issues of spreading the word and mobilizing willing helpers.
Tom submitted his water testing report, normal with the exception that the e-coli count at the Indian Pond Town beach was unusually low for a midseason count.

Emily reported there will be a Hazardous Waste Collection day at which unwanted medications can also be disposed of.

Carl Cassel has received the labeled boxes to receive rechargeable batteries and cell phones for recycling.  These will be placed in the recycling shed at the Town “dump”.
Harry moved that we recess our meeting until Saturday, 7/21, when members will meet for clean-up, etc. at the Town Conservation Land. The motion was seconded by Harry 
and seconded by Tom.  The motion was approved by all; we recessed at 8:45. 
Saturday, July 21, 2012, at 9:00, the Orford Conservation Commission continued its meeting at the site of the Orford Conservation Land on Rte. 10 north of the village.  Kathy Baker, Carl Cassel, Harry Pease and Bry Beeson were in attendance.  The group performed “a fantastic job” cleaning up around the new stone marker, pulling out the old sign post, and mowing.  The work meeting was concluded by 10:15.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

