Orford Conservation Commission Minutes March 15, 2012 – Approved
Present:  Robb Day, Chair, Harry Pease, Emily Bryant, Carl Schmidt, Bry Beeson, Anne Duncan Cooley, Carl Cassel, Craig Putnam, Secretary, Fran Plaisted (alternate)

The minutes of the February 16, 2012 meeting were reviewed; Emily made a motion that the minutes be approved which was seconded by Carl Cassel; approval was unanimous.
The chair asked for any items of note from Town Meeting.  All agreed that this was a year with no controversy surrounding conservation issues.  The display table was complimented, and it was noted that the photo contest elicited strong participation this year from both youth and adults.  There was some interest by individuals in the NRI.
We proceeded to a presentation of proposed bylaws drafted by Anne, using primarily those of Salem, NH, as a template. There was strong expression of the importance of having the framework of bylaws, both to clarify our duties (individually and as a body), and to ensure that we work within the legal parameters set out by law.  Commission members struggled with the balance between detailed enumeration of specific legal requirements to aid us in doing our work properly (but leaving us potentially out of step with future legislative changes), and the alternative approach of simply referencing relevant RSAs by number (sacrificing the clarity of having them spelled out in our bylaws). A subcommittee of Carl Cassel, Bry Beeson and Fran Plaisted will work on revisions to be brought back to the members at a future date.

Anne encouraged us to give input on the current creation of a new town website.
Robb is still waiting for a response from the Land Trust regarding questions we had about the “monument” being proposed for the Richmond Conservation Land.  Once we have the response from the UVLT, Bry will write Bob Richmond, son of the donor of the land.
Bry reported on his personal efforts (and research) regarding control of the invasive plant Japanese Barberry on his property.  An interesting observation he shared with us is that Deer Ticks seem to thrive in the moist leaf litter under barberry plants.  Craig reported that just that afternoon he had met with Rachel Sanders, who teaches an 11th and 12th grade Environmental Science and Land Use class at Rivendell Academy.  Rachel was very enthused about incorporating the topic of Invasive Plant Species into her course.  Craig is continuing his efforts to bring in technical support from an Invasive Species Management group to assist in working with the Rivendell students.
Carl Schmidt reported on an upcoming program sponsored by the League of Women Voters titled “Lawns without Chemicals” to be held aty the Howe Library in Hanover Wednesday, March 28, at 7:00 PM.  Carl will post this on the town List Serv.

Bry moved that we adjourn, Carl Cassel seconded the motion, and all approved.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

