Orford Conservation Commission Minutes, October 18, 2012 – Approved
Members present:  Bry Beeson, Chair, Emily Bryant, Carl Schmidt, Carl Cassel, Harry Pease, Vice Chair, Ann Duncan Cooley, Craig Putnam, Secretary

Visitors: Sarah Cavin, Upper Valley Land Trust, Ginny Marino

The meeting commenced at 7:05 PM.  

The draft minutes of the Commission’s meeting on September 20, 2012 were reviewed.

A motion was made by Carl Cassel and seconded by Harry that the minutes be approved; in discussion of the motion, Carl Schmidt suggested amending the minutes with the following sentence added to the third from the last paragraph: “It was agreed to invite a representative from the Upper Valley Land Trust to make a presentation about its proposal at the next Commission meeting on October 18, at which time a public hearing would also be held.”  The amended minutes were approved unanimously with one abstention.
Sarah Cavin, Conservation Project Manager for the UVLT, made a presentation about the Land Trust’s work on behalf of Ginny Marino to conserve approximately 6 acres of her “River Meadows” with about 400 feet of river frontage, located on Route 10 north of Orford Village.  Carl Schmidt noted that this kind of conservation of shoreline property is extremely important in light of the legislature’s recent “gutting” of the Shoreline Protection Act.
The Upper Valley Land Trust requests a $5000 contribution for the Stewardship Fund at closing to cover the on-going long-term stewardship costs.
Carl Schmidt made a motion, which Craig seconded and was amended in discussion, that the Orford Conservation Commission support the long-term stewardship of the conserved Marino property, by authorizing payment of $5000 from the Orford Conservation Fund, upon receipt of the invoice from the Upper Valley Land Trust following closing of the Conservation Easement.  Approval of the amended motion was unanimous.

Under New Business,  Bry proposes submitting the same budget as last year’s, with the addition of $300 to cover lawn cutting at the Orford Conservation land, based on an approximate cost of $20 per cut, about 15 times a season.
Harry reported briefly on his work on by-laws.  The current conundrum under discussion with the Selectboard and others has to do with the status of the ex officio “membership” of a member of the Selectboard on the Commission: is this a full, voting member?  If so, it raises the question whether it is right that we have 8 members on the Commission.

Craig, reporting for the Invasives Committee, noted that Andrea Caruso will report next month on her research on the nutritional characteristics of various invasive species’ seeds or berries, as that relates to the well-being of wildlife that may feed on those species. 
Ann reported that the Town offices are now recycling!  The Selectboard is now looking at trash and waste management.  Ann also noted that the Town Office has recently had an energy audit conducted by the group “Zero by Degrees”.

At 8:30, Carl Cassel moved that we adjourn, which was seconded by Harry, and approved by all.

Craig Putnam, Secretary

