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Town of Orford Planning Board

Meeting Minutes – November 18, 2013
Board Members & Staff Present:  Ann Green, Chair; Andy Schwaegler, Vice-Chair; Lawrence Hibbard, Member; Harry Osmer, Member; Jim McGoff, Member; Allen Martin, Member; and Victoria Davis, Planning Assistant     
Board Members Absent: Tom Steketee, Select Board Representative; Sam Hanford, Alternate; Chase Kling, Alternate; Larissa Reznek, Alternate
Public Present:  none
Ann Green called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  Changes were made to the minutes of the October 21, 2013 meeting: The following change will be made: “And if the Planning Board wants to do either or both, do they want the UVLSRPC to assist and at what level?  They The UVLSRPC can help in different areas of the Master Plan and the PB can pick what areas they want help on or they can do the entire process themselves.  The cost of the Master Plan assistance depends upon how much help the Planning Board wants.  For the Capital Improvements Program, the cost can range from $3,000 to $5,000.”  Allen Martin made a motion to approve the amended minutes.  Andy Schwaegler seconded the motion, and unanimous agreement followed.

Item 1:  Discussion of Subdivision Regulations Amendments:  Vickie Davis handed out copies of the latest revision.  She pointed out that the new definition of “Complete Application” had been amended to reflect an amendment in NH RSA 676:4 I (b).  Ann Green reviewed the sections that the Board had requested be worked on prior to this meeting including discussions with the Orford Fire Chief and the Orford Road Agent.  
Section 4.05: Application Steps was reviewed and deemed to be acceptable as revised.  

Section 11.01 was discussed.  The Fire Chief felt subpart D. should be changed to read “When questions develop not covered by this standard, the Orford Volunteer Fire Department Chief will resolve the issue by reference to the National Fire Protection Association Standard 1142 or other relevant standard as well as the most recent Town-approved standard.”  The Board approved this change.   The Chief also felt the 8% grade of a fire access road might be too restrictive.  The Board decided to keep the 8%.  Subparts C. & D. will be reversed.  
Section 12 was discussed.  The Road Agent wondered if the maximum grades were too steep at 12%, but he felt an engineer should be consulted to assist the town in this determination.  The Board determined to keep the grades as they are.  Section 12.03 F. will be amended to delete the specifications of a pavement surface if it is required.

The Board then reviewed the Subdivision Regulations for other amendments: Section 2.04 will be retained though the reference to RSA 485-A:32, III. will be removed as it is referring to the authority of the NH Department of Environmental Services.  Vickie Davis will inquire if there is an equivalent law providing for the municipal Planning Boards to restrict land preparation prior to subdivision approval.  Section 6.07 D.  will be changed to require two paper copies of a final, recorded plan for town records.  Section 12.19 should say approval of the “Planning Board,” not the “Board of Selectmen.”  Section 13.10 should say “security” and not “performance bond” in the first sentence.  

Allen Martin made a motion to send the proposed amendments to a public hearing.  Jim McGoff seconded the motion, and unanimous approval followed.  No date was set for the hearing due to the upcoming holidays and the potential for having the Excavation Regulation amendments ready for a potential public hearing which could be combined with the Subdivision Regulations hearing.

Item 2:  Other Business:  Ann Green handed out copies of draft Excavation Regulations.  She recommended that the Excavation Regulations be on the agenda for the December meeting.  

She also passed out the town’s Capital Improvement Program (CIP) from 1989 – 1997 so the Board members could see what had been done in the past.  Ann will go to the Board of Selectmen and let them know that the Planning Board would be interested in developing a new CIP.  The Board of Selectmen have the option of giving this task to the Planning Board or developing a separate CIP Committee.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Submitted by,
Victoria Davis, Planner

Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission
Tentative Meeting Agenda for December 16, 2013
· Subdivision Regulations Discussion for remaining questions
· Excavation Regulations review
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