TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

September 26, 2012
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen, Cicely Richardson, Peter Dooley, Ann Green, J.J. Hebb, Brad McCormack, Charlie Waterbury, Sheri Clifford
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Steve Allen – Assessor
Allen reported that he has 31 houses remaining on the cyclical work to complete the 25% measure and list for 2012.  He plans to have it completed before December.

Allen also reported that the NH Department of Revenue has a new system to determine the equalization ratio and that the Town no longer needs to utilize Real Data for this information.  Allen stated that DRA Representative Sam Greene will meet with him next month for instruction on verifying sales and determine the equalization ratio.

Peter Dooley – Zoning Board of Adjustment for Floodplains
Dooley reported that he contacted Jennifer Gilbert, NH Energy and Planning Floodplain Management Program Coordinator, to gather information regarding a subdivision on Route 25A.  Ms. Gilbert is willing to give a seminar concerning the Zoning Board of Adjustment for Floodplains and Dooley felt that it would also be beneficial for the Planning Board, Conservation Commission and interested property owners to be invited.  The Board agreed that the seminar should be held during a Planning Board meeting, Dooley will schedule and inform the Board of a date and time.
The permitting process was discussed for those wishing to build in a floodplain.  Clifford will contact Ms. Gilbert for a template of such a permit.

Ann Green – Request
Green requested use of the Towns mailing permit for a social library mailing.  Following discussion with regards to policy for use of the permit the following motion was made.

A motion was made that the Social Library, which is non-profit and serves the Town, is authorized to use the Towns mailing permit to save with the cost of postage.  The motion passed.

Parks & Playground Committee – Beach Monitor
Brad McCormack distributed a list of suggestions with regards to the Indian Pond Beach Monitor for next year and also some concerns.

The Board was concerned that there was no radio reception in the area and will discuss the issue with the Chief at the next meeting.  The Board will also try to meet with the Piermont Selectboard to determine the best way to distribute beach passes and review the beach policy.

Charles Waterbury – Road Agent
Waterbury reported that the new truck chasse was ready and he would get it in the next few weeks.  He also reported issues with the uniform company and he is looking into changing companies.
Waterbury stated that he had found some schedule 40 posts for street signs that would not bend or be pulled from the ground without heavy equipment and would like to order a few to try in areas where the street signs keep disappearing.  The Board agreed to this purchase and asked that Waterbury factor in the 2013 budget the ability to purchase additional posts.

Waterbury stated that he received a call from FEMA asking if the Indian Pond Bridge was complete so they could inspect it.  Steketee stated that Latulippe had not completed the necessary work to the bridge as yet.  Waterbury needed to report to FEMA and reminded the Board of the possibility of the FEMA funds not being released if the bridge is not properly replaced and reminded them that water going behind the head wall continues to be a problem.  Steketee will contact Latulippe to schedule the paving and placement of flowable fill.

Waterbury asked the status of the temporary bridge on Archertown Road.  Steketee stated that he had spoken with Ed Bergeron and that he felt he had no further responsibility with regards to the temporary bridge.  Waterbury stated that under the circumstances and concern for safety, the highway department will make the necessary repairs and keep track of their time, materials and any rentals necessary to repair the temporary bridge.
Adams discussed the plans for the Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow and the report and money received to this point from FEMA.  Adams will send the report to DuBois & King for accuracy and then to NH Department of Transportation for approval.

II.  Approval of  Minutes

The minutes of September 12, 2012 were approved as amended.            
III.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
B.  Steketee – Meeting with HEB Engineering & ME Latulippe Construction
Steketee reported that HEB felt Archertown Road temporary bridge was completed as specified and any further discussion was not necessary.  The Board will draft a letter stating their position on issues regarding the bridge once the Indian Pond Bridge work is complete.

Adams reported that as of September 26th the quarterly report has not been received and the Fire Chief should be on the agenda, he feels there is no initiative to solve the present problems.

Adams has drafted a letter to Ms. VanNorden, Rilling, Coubrough and Clark to answer their questions regarding Class V roads.  Adams will finalize the letter for Board signatures.

Adams asked the Board how to proceed now that the Animal Control Officer has resigned.  The Board will speak with Chief Kilmer at the next meeting, but for the time being any problems will be filtered through the Police Department.

Cooley stated that the E Coli was re-tested and the limits are back within acceptable range.  The Conservation Commission continues to work on by-laws and a possible easement with property on Route 10 for conservation.  She also reported that the Board will have a draft of the Employee Handbook soon.

Clifford reported that Tony Perry called regarding the need for water at his camp on the river.  The water will come from his well at his residence and be piped to the camp which would cross town-owned property.  The Board will research and contact Perry to discuss further.

C.  Cohase Chamber of Commerce

A motion was made to join the Cohase Chamber of Commerce.  They will bill the Town next year and the Board will be sure to place the cost in the 2013 budget.  The motion passed.

D.  Purchasing Policy

Adams distributed a copy of the draft policy with department head recommendations being implemented.  
A motion was made to approve the draft policy with changes and send to legal counsel for recommendations.  The motion passed.

IV.  New Business

A.  Correspondence
The Board discussed an e-mail from Peter Tse regarding a request for a noise ordinance due to logging operations going on in the middle of the night next to his residence.  Steketee will speak with Tse and the logging company owner. 

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.

A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session at 8:17 pm.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 8:41 pm.

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
