TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Budget Meeting Minutes

December 5, 2012

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Cicely Richardson, Tim Cole, Ruth Hook, Tom Thomson, Sheri Clifford
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

The updated 2013 budget worksheet reflected all budget requests had been received with the exception of the Fire Department and the Planning Board.
Clifford reported that Lyme, Piermont, Warren and Warren all offer health insurance to their full-time employees with a 0% employee contribution at this time.

Upper Valley Ambulance was discussed as their cost per capita raising 7% for the next several years and there being no ambulance service as an alternative.

Planning Board legal fees were significant this past year due to an illegal sub-division and the cost of the UVLSRPC Assistant.  Thomson suggested the assistant’s time and cost be researched further.
The warrant article regarding the historical society building was discussed and it includes property and liability coverage.  Thomson suggested that all aspects of what the town covers and what the historical society covers is clearly recorded.

Employee health coverage options were discussed and the Board agreed on the alternative coverage plan (RX10/25/70) at a savings of 3.5%.

Employee contributions to insurance was discussed and Thomson asked the Board to consider more from the employees than the current 5%.

The Fire Department budget could not be discussed as no budget has been submitted.  However, it was reported that testing of equipment still has not been done.

The Board stated that the Highway Department is always within budget and had no concerns for 2013 requests.
Solid waste is costing Orford more than surrounding towns.  A committee is being formed and the subject will be discussed in detail at a future meeting.

The Board discussed the need, or not, for an ANIMAL Control Officer.  Cooley will speak with Chief Kilmer regarding this matter.

Direct Assistance will be level funded for 2013.

Parks & Playgrounds requested additional funds for the beach monitor and that Piermont, once again, assist with this cost.  The Board will request a meeting with Piermont Selectboard with regards to the beach monitor.  

Cooley will speak with Chief Kilmer regarding communication options for Indian Pond Beach Monitor.
Adams questioned the appropriation from the social library and 2012 Article 11.

The Conservation Commission budget increased due to mowing at the Richmond property.

II.  Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
