TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

February 13, 2013
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion Reporter), Chief Kilmer (Orford Police Department), David Smith, Jim Hook, James Carter (Fire Department), Tim Cole, Ruth Hook, Lawrence Hibbard, Stacey Thomson, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:33 pm.

Chief Kilmer – Orford Police Department
Chief Kilmer reported on the following:

-Expanded on the Incident Reporting sheet to include all activities;

-Submitted employee evaluation on Officer Foster;

-Paul Hatch, NH Dept. of Homeland Security will assist with the purchase of new radios;

-Purchased a refurbished laptop and continues to explore different options;

-Speed Grant has been accepted and will begin soon;

-Second portable radio from the State Grant Program is in;

-Route 10 parking area has become an issue for plowing during recent storms. Chief
Asked the Board to contact NH Department of Transportation regarding the placement of NO PARKING signs to accommodate both plowing and parking.  Steketee will contact Mr. Hatch at NH, Department of Transportation.
Carl Schmidt & Paul Dalton – Old Town Hall Warrant Article
Dalton and Schmidt presented another draft of a warrant article concerning the potential purchase of the old town hall as discussed at the 2013 Budget Public Hearing on February 6, 2013.  Dalton pointed out that due to RSA 41:11-a, a lease can only be entered into for one year or up to five years.  The Board reviewed the warrant article and agreed to place it in the town report.

David Smith – Orford Fire Department
Chief Dennis was not present at the meeting.  Smith stated that the Fire Department will review the final revision of the lease on February 14, 2013.  He also stated that he will schedule a pump test, but that recertification does not happen on engines after 20 years of usage, recertification only has to do with insurance rating.

Steketee discussed the ISO ratings and yearly testing of fire equipment that would indicate that it is all functional.  The Board agreed that verification is needed that Truck #1 is tested and ready for use.  Smith stated that engines will not be insured if they are not certified.  He will schedule a pump test and full-vehicle test.  Adams asked that the testing schedule be reported on at the next meeting on February 27, 2013, Smith agreed.
Smith reported on a webinar given by Local Government Center on laws effecting fire chiefs.  He also asked to discuss the chief’s position and stated he would not accept the position away from Dennis.  Adams discussed looking toward the future by assisting and training the younger members of the department to take over.
II.  Approval of  Minutes

The minutes of January 23, 2013 were approved as amended.  
The minutes of January 30, 2013 were approved as amended.

The minutes of February 6, 2013 were approved as amended.

The minutes of February 6, 2013 Public Hearing were approved as amended.           
III.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Cooley reported that the Energy Committee met and continues to move forward and get estimates for work in the basement of the town office and hope to get some recommendations for the Board regarding street light updating and savings.
Adams reported on a request from a resident on clarification regarding minimum bids in the purchasing policy.  He stated that there is no State requirement to accept a minimum bid and the Orford Purchasing Policy will cover this issue.

Steketee had attended the State House Judicial Committee on Bill HB543 to clarify how issues regarding ditches and culverts are resolved.  Abutters will be notified with ample time prior to any work being performed, if there is a concern with the work and it is not resolved with the Selectboard the matter would go before a judge only.  The bill will now go to the House of Representatives for approval.

Steketee reported that he spoke with a consultant regarding on-call time and how other towns deal with the matter.  Cooley felt that it required further discussion as it effects the budget of both the Police Department and Highway Department with potential implications.

B.  Warrant Articles/Town Report
The Board discussed a warrant article to change polling hours for general elections.  After reviewing RSAs with regards to polling hours for general elections, it was discovered that a warrant article was not necessary to increase the open hours.  The following motion was made.

A motion was made the change polling hours for general elections from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm to 7:00 am to 7:00 pm.  The motion passed.  The Board will announce the change at town meeting.

The Board reviewed the Selectboard Report for the town report.
C.  Purchasing Policy
The Board postponed discussion of the purchasing policy until February 27, 2013.

IV. New Business

Adams said that he had spoken with Paul Goundrey about possible cost savings with regards to Upper Valley Ambulance.  He suggested possibly selling them diesel fuel or purchasing fuel in bulk.

Steketee said that he would speak with Chief Kilmer about on-call policy and let him know that it will be further discussed at the February 27th meeting.

A.  Correspondence
The Board discussed a letter from Harold Jarvis regarding the Local Government Center ‘holiday payment’ due to legal proceedings.  The Board agreed to refund Mr. Jarvis a percentage of this payment.

The Board reviewed a request for a historical barn easement and will schedule a site visit following town meeting.

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

Stacey Thomson told the Board he is considering selling the Paragon Property and wanted to offer it to the town for an all-in-one municipality space.  His asking price is $485,000 and described the garages and office building space.  The Board thanked Thomson and will discuss the offer further at a future meeting.
Lawrence Hibbard addressed the Board regarding running for both Selectboard and Planning Board.  He withdrew his request for the Selectboard and wanted to clarify that

he did not want to run for Selectboard.

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:25 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
