TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

February 27, 2013
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen (Assessor), David Smith, Arthur Dennis (Fire Department), Tim Cole, Ruth Hook, Ann Green, Sheri Clifford
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported that he had spoken with two separate property owners regarding merger of lots and/or placing property into current use.  He gave each various options along with cost savings and the proper paper work to complete.
Allen has completed the computer input of sub-divisions and the Property Inventory Sheets can be copied and mailed.  He also received one request for abatement and will complete it for the Boards review next month.

David Smith/Arthur Dennis – Fire Department
Smith stated that the scheduling for the pump test of the fire engines has not been confirmed yet due to the season.  Pump testing is done when it is warmer.  However, he stated that two drivers are willing to take the engines to Bradford, NH for service testing; the cost of testing is $350.00.
Adams asked if the fire department had current copies of the 1911, 1912 and 1901 code books.  Dennis stated that they have older copies, but not a new full set as they would have to be stored at the Town Office and the fire department did not want to do that.

Smith distributed a lease to the Board for review and discussion at a future meeting.

Smith responded to the Boards request for input on a proposed job description for the fire chief.  Smith stated that in his opinion RSA 154 describes the duties of the fire chief sufficiently, so a job description for a fire chief does not apply.  In his opinion, the fire department elects a chief, not the Board, and the members of the fire department do not see a purpose for a job description.
Smith distributed copies of current registrations and mileage of each fire truck to show that they are being kept current.

II.  Approval of  Minutes

The minutes of February 13, 2013 were approved as amended.         
III.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported that FEMA will be contributing $391,000 for the Newcomb Hollow Bridge on Archertown Road. Adams contacted Nancy Mayville, NH Department of Transportation regarding the cost of the Newcomb Hollow Bridge and the State has budgeted $80,000 to assist in the funding of the bridge in their 2014 fiscal year budget.  This would leave about $20,000 for the Town to contribute towards to replacement of the bridge.
Cooley reported that the Conservation Committee has adopted by-laws that she will review and report back to the Board.  The Commission had to cancel their moonlight walk due to weather, but have rescheduled for March.

Steketee reported that he spoke with Mr. Hussey from NH Department of Transportation regarding NO PARKING signs on the south-east side of Route 10 across from the Social Library and Patterson’s Store.  Steketee reported he had spoken with Chief Kilmer earlier in the week and understood that the Department of Transportation was going to put no parking signs starting across from the Social Library walkway going north to cover the intersection with Bridge Street, reducing the current no parking zone and increasing parking for the Social Library and Patterson’s Store.
B.  On-Call Policy
Steketee researched on-call policies from other jurisdictions and presented Kilmer with the policies.  He asked Kilmer to review and comment.
C.  Purchasing Policy
Cooley reviewed suggested changes within the purchasing policy.  Discussed was the title of section 4. For Purchases.  It was agreed that the title could be deleted and combine the text with previous section, Procedures.  Adams will make the suggested changes and have a clean copy prepared for the March 6th meeting for possible approval.

D.  Town Meeting Prep
The Board agreed to meet on March 6, 2013 at 5:30 pm to prep for town meeting.

Also on the agenda will be the Trash and Recycling Contract and Purchasing Policy.
IV. New Business

Adams stated that he is willing to research a keyless system to gain access into the town office building for the Board.  He will report at a future meeting.

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.

A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session at 7:14 pm.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 7:35 pm.

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:36 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
