TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

November 18, 2013

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Louise Mack (Tax Collector), Charlie Waterbury (Road Agent), Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 8:00 am.

Tax Rate
Steketee reported that he had spoken with Jamie Dow, NH Department of Revenue (DRA), regarding the tax rate.  He asked her to walk him through the process using the tax rate from 2011 as a rough gage because of the calculation error in 2012.  This falls in line with the eight percent unassigned fund balance retention calculation DRA guidelines recommendations.  The new tax rate amount is $25.70 per 1,000, which is slightly less than the 2011 tax rate.
Cooley also calculated the rate to show the impact on residents from a low to high retention rate.

Adams stated that based on last year’s error realized that it would take a few years to correct the impact and sees this happening and agrees with the eight percent retention calculation.

A motion was made to set the tax rate based on the eight percent retention amounting to $361,082.  The motion passed.

Creamery Road Bridge
The Board discussed the letter from Attorney Spaneas, representing Arthur and Anita Keefe, regarding the load limit on Creamery Road Bridge.  NH Department of Transportation inspected the bridge and recommended a weight limit of 6 tons down from 20 tons due to a critical bridge deficiency.

Waterbury stated that the deck was replaced about five years ago and felt an engineer should be involved to assess the existing beams and headers as well.

Adams will contact various engineering firms to request a quote for an evaluation of the existing bridge and replacing components so the bridge can be approved for legal limit traffic.  Adams will report to the Board at a future meeting.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 am.

Respectfully Submitted,
