TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

PUBLIC HEARING

HISTORIC BARN EASEMENT REQUESTS

Meeting Minutes

May 29, 2013
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Carl Schmidt, Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Helen Daisey, Joseph Daisey, Deirdre O’Donnell, Amelia O’Donnell, Rick Shreve, Shelly Shreve, Laura McDaniel, Rob O’Donnell, Ann Green, Louise Mack, Geoffrey Moore, Justin Adams, Dennis Kilmen, Darrin Michalak, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
The Public Hearing of Historic Barn Easement Requests for Helen & Joseph Daisey and the Trinity Farm owned by the O’Donnell family was called to order at 7:00 pm.

Daisey Barn
Steketee stated that the Selectboard has viewed the Daisey barn built in 1903 and that is a viable candidate for an historic barn easement.  The Board requested comments from those in attendance.

Helen Daisey shared photos, a painting and gave a brief history of the barn.  R. O’Donnell stated that the Daisey’s have done a wonderful job of keeping the barn level and true.  Schmidt stated that on behalf of the Orford Historical Society and their endeavor to preserve historical structures that the Daisey barn clearly passes for public benefit.

Steketee explained that the range of an easement is between 25% and 75%, which is determined by the Selectboard.  The owner of the barn needs to maintain and repair the outside of the structure and maintain the integrity of the barn to qualify for such an easement.
Trinity Farm
Steketee stated that the Trinity Farm has requested a historical barn easement on three different structures, a dairy barn, machine shed and corn crib, and a small barn adjacent to the home.

The dairy barn does not meet the age requirement due to it being re-built after a fire, but that it does meet the structure requirement.  The machine shed and corn crib meet the age requirement as well as the small barn adjacent to the home.

Schmidt stated that Route 10 from Route 25A to Archertown Road is considered a National Historic District and the Trinity Farm barns meet the historic requirements.

R. O’Donnell gave a brief history of the barns and his future plans with the farm, assuring those in attendance that he plans on keeping it a working farm.

Moore, Shreve and Schmidt all commented on how impressed they are with the current renovations of the farm and what an asset it is to the town and recommended the easement be granted.

Steketee stated that the Selectboard will meet to determine an assessment of the requests.  He explained that this is the first time the present board has been faced with such a request and they are working diligently to be consistent with past easements for three other historic barns in town.

The meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
