TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

February 26, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Tim Cole Ruth Hook, Steve Allen (Assessor), Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Charlie Waterbury (Road Agent), Harry Pease (Conservation Commission), Terry Straight, David Smith & Arthur Dennis (Fire Dept.), Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm.

Charlie Waterbury – Road Agent
Waterbury reported that the backhoe was out of service.  He has not had sufficient time to determine the cost for repairs as this only occurred this afternoon.  Townline Equipment will inspect the backhoe and Waterbury will request a loaner while repairs are being made.
Waterbury reported that there are a number of culverts that are frozen and he will be contacting Lyme Highway to borrow their hot-water pressure washer this week.  Waterbury explained the amount of time he has spent pricing a new culvert thawing system, most of which required indoor storage and were all very expensive, and found one that is easily stored for $7,895, shipping $375.  The Board agreed the stipulations of the purchasing policy were followed and Waterbury should order the culvert thawing equipment.
Steve Allen – Assessor
Allen reviewed an abatement request with the Board along with his recommendations.  The abatement was signed and will be processed for a refund.
Allen received a request for current use land to be put into recreational use, creating an additional 20% discount for the land owner.  

Allen submitted a land use change tax form for signature on Route 10 property that now has a gravel pit.

Pease stated that he met with Allen regarding Article 17 to prepare for town meeting.  Pease wanted to know the effect of the tax base if Article 17 passed.  Allen said it would affect the assessment, but would remain tax neutral and there would be no additional burden to tax payers.
Arthur Dennis – Fire Department
Dennis shared two permits of assembly forms with the Board for review.  They thanked Dennis and there was no further discussion or questions.

Harrison Pease – Conservation Land
Pease explained that the Conservation Commission is planning to restore and improve the land on the Richmond property that is currently farmed and leased until May 2016 by the Tullando Farm.  The improvement would be the removal of invasive plants, seven of which have been identified, on the river bank along with a few trees.  The Conservation Commission is seeking funding with the Natural Resource Conservation Services for 75% of the total cost and researching grants for the remaining 25% of the cost.  Additionally this process provides community teaching for other land owners and the local schools.
Pease stated that they may be faced with a problem with the lease agreement, it may need to be extended until the project is complete.  The Board did not anticipate any problems with extending the lease as it is a decision that comes from the conservation commission.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of February 12, 2014 were approved as amended
II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported that the Archertown Bridge permitting process has been submitted with all suggested changes and a check to the State for approval. 
Adams asked Clifford to send Mr. Durfee, DuBois & King, the names of those local contractors wanting to be part of the bid process for Archertown Bridge.

Adams stated that he is still waiting for a response for the Landfill Study Project.  Steketee said that he spoke with Sandra Marsh regarding the project and she will respond when she has all of her information calculated and organized.
Smith gave the Board an outline of clearing his property of junk cars.  The Board reviewed and signed the agreement along with Smith.

Cooley reported the Orford web-page is up and running and any additional items for the page should be sent to the Town Administrator.  The Board considered drafting a policy on what information should be on the web-page.

Cooley stated that the Conservation Commission would be holding another moonlight snowshoe event on March 16, 2014 at Harrison Pease property.

Steketee reported that he spoke with Carl Schmidt regarding how the town would purchase the old town hall and have a historical society member involved.  The Board agreed they would need guidance and legal advice prior to making such a decision.

III. New Business

The Board will meet on March 5, 2014 at 5:30 pm to plan for town meeting along with preparing to present to Orford Cane to the oldest resident of Orford.

At the next regular meeting, March 12, 2014 the Board will review the Fire Department Lease Agreement.

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:15 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
