TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

March 26, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen (Assessor), Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Ruth Hook, David Smith & Terry Straight (Fire Dept), Eva Daniels, Ann Green, Gretchen VanBuren, Charlie Waterbury (Road Agent), Mark Blanchard (Trustee of Trust Funds), Carl Schmidt (Historical Society), Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 pm.

Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported that six requests for tax abatements have been received.  He has completed one request for tax abatements and reviewed his recommendation for a decrease in assessment due to poor condition of the property.  The Board agreed and signed the request for tax abatement.
Allen reviewed the Equalization Ratio received from the NH Department of Revenue based on last year’s home sales.  

Arthur Dennis – Fire Chief
Chief Dennis did not attend the meeting.

Kurt Gendron – Plowing Complaint
Mr. Gendron did not attend the meeting.

Steketee explained that Gendron complained about the high snow banks at the intersection of Grimes Hill Road and Route 10.  Waterbury explained that with the amount of snow this year he and the highway department knock down snow backs when it isn’t snowing and road conditions are safe.  The highway department has been doing this as well as opening up ditches.

Adams noted that the intersection of Grimes Hill Road and Route 10 was dangerous due to it being a passing zone.  The Board will speak with Chief Kilmer and ask if the State would consider changing that section to a no passing zone.

Kelley Monahan – Register of Deeds
Monahan announced that there is a new Grafton County Registrar website with an organizational chart for assistance.  She also explained that Register of Deeds records put on the internet require a review to increase fees and not allow open access to records which in turn would save tax payer money.
Monahan reminded everyone that Grafton County will hold an Open Barn Day on June 7, 2014 from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm.

Mark Blanchard – Orford Scholarships
Blanchard proposed that an advisory committee be established for awarding scholarships to Orford students in the following manner.  The Selectboard appoint one member; one member be from the Orford portion of the Rivendell School Board; one member be appointed by Rivendell Administration; one member of the Orford Alumni Association and the last member be appointed by the four members of the advisory committee.

Blanchard discussed committee obligations and ability to not overspend the funds available.  Also, that the advisory committee would write a report of scholarships awarded for the town report each year.

A motion was made by Steketee that the Selectboard appoint Esther Dobbins-Marsh to the Orford Scholarship Advisory Committee.  The motion passed.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of March 13, 2014 were approved as written.

II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams discussed an easement recommendation from DuBois & King, Inc. and the Attorney Waugh’s review and recommendation regarding easements for abutters of the Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow.  Adams suggested the Board implement Attorney Waugh’s changes, share these changes with DuBois & King, Inc. and mail the easement to the abutters.  The Board agreed and Steketee wanted to speak with the abutters prior to their receiving the request for easement.
Cooley reported that the Conservation Commission and Energy Committee met regarding a solar effort and having residents opt for solar energy.  She felt that more research should be completed on this subject before it is offered to Orford residents.

Steketee noted that the Boston Cane will be presented to Marilyn Alexander on Friday, March 28th at 5:30 pm at her home on Route 10.

B. Purchasing Policy Update
The Board discussed the Purchasing Policy update.  

A motion was made to approve the Purchasing Policy as amended to reflect the affirmative vote at town meeting.  The motion passed.

C.  Selectboard Calendar
The Board voted to table drafting of a Selectboard Calendar until April 2nd at 5:30 pm.

D.  Historical Society Building Purchase & Sale Agreement

Schmidt stated that the purchase of the Old Town Hall was at the point to move forward with a purchase and sales agreement with the property owners.  He suggested that the Board appoint a committee to discuss the specifics with the owners and reported back to the Board.  The Board discussed who would begin the negotiations and it was agreed to appoint Edmond Cooley, Harrison Pease and Paul Dalton.
A motion was made to authorize the Town Hall Acquisition Advisory Committee, comprised of Paul Dalton, Harrison Pease and Edmond Cooley, to initiate discussion with John and Marie Matakya for possible acquisition of the Town Hall property and bring a recommendation to the Selectboard for discussion.  The motion passed.

E.  Topsham Communication/Deputy Moderator (S. Clifford)
Clifford reported that fiber-optic cable from Topsham Communication ends north on Route 10 at the NH State Garage.  If residents on Grimes Hill Road are interested in Topsham expanding service they should have all residents from the State Garage north write a request to Topsham consider expanding to that area.
Clifford reported, at the request of Moderator Thomson, that the special election and town meeting being held on the same day was an extremely rare occurrence and that if he felt the appointment of a Deputy Moderator was needed he would make the recommendation to the Board as does the Town Clerk and Tax Collector.

IV.  New Business

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

Smith presented the Board with a list of charges for the emergency telephone number at the fire station.   The amount charged is based on usage from area towns in New Hampshire and Vermont. Smith submitted an updated inventory for the fire station.

Green asked that the Selectboard authorize the Zoning Board of Adjustment for Flood Plains convene to review the request for sub-division from Ray Clark on Route 10.  The chair of the ZBA can contact her for further information.  The Board authorized that the ZBA convene after speaking with Green for specifics regarding the request for sub-division. 

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:55 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
