TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

May 28, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Tim Cole, Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Terry Straight & David Smith (Fire Department), Paul Goundrey, Colin Stubbings (Piermont Selectboard Chair), Paul Dalton, Harry Pease, Justin Adams, Carl Schmidt, Ted Cooley, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.
Melissa Briggs – Local Government Center Benefits Advisor
Ms. Briggs rescheduled meeting with the Board due to an emergency.  She will attend the June 11, 2014 meeting.
Colin Stubbings – Piermont Selectboard Chair – Indian Pond Beach
Stubbings thanked the Board and Orford for allowing Piermont the use of Indian Pond Beach and apologized for not dealing with the funding issues in a timely manner.  He explained their concerns with regards to the 2012 cost of the Beach Monitor and how to properly issue beach passes.
Stubbings asked Clifford to send him an e-mail with the procedure for issuing passes, contact information for the Police Chief and Beach Monitor and a copy of the passes so they can distribute as requested.

Stubbing assured the Board that the $1,000 check for the Beach Monitor and $1,500 check for swim lessons for 2013 will be sent as soon as possible.
II.  Approval of Minutes
The minutes of May 14, 2014 were approved as amended.
III. Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams stated that on June 3, 2014 at 10:00 AM there would be a walk-around at the Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow and that Steketee will be in attendance.
Adams reported attending the Upper Valley Ambulance meeting where new officers were elected and general problems discussed.  Adams volunteer to fill the vacancy on the Board representing Orford as Paul Goundrey had resigned.

A motion was made to appoint John Adams as representative from Orford to the Upper Valley Ambulance Board.  The motion passed.

Cooley felt that the Board should be prepared for the employee review process in July and asked Clifford to send the Board the evaluation form, job descriptions and the last review conducted.  She asked the Board to review the information and prepare to discuss the reviews in June.
B. Illegal Junkyards
The Board reviewed David Smith’s agreement to removal junk from his property.  Smith agreed to get back on schedule of removal with a completion date of September 1, 2014.  

Steketee recommended a new letter with compliance date of September 1, 2014 with no additional extensions granted.  The Board agreed that Smith and Jay Johnson should both receive a letter from Attorney Waugh regarding this matter. Steketee will contact Attorney Waugh.

C. Fire Department Status
Steketee stated that information received requires a closed session and suggested tabling the ratification of the Fire Chief.  The Board agreed.
Smith reported that the air packs were inspected at a cost of $2,725.57.  Also two air packs are now out of date and twelve new empty bottles are needed at a total cost of $900.  Smith submitted an additional bill totaling $110 for training.
Straight thanked Clifford for the certificate of insurance, fire department budget and a copy of the purchasing policy.
D. Employee Benefits Review Process

Cooley stated that she would like to do the research regarding employee benefits to prepare for the next budget session.  Cooley and Clifford will do the fact gathering by talking to employees as to what they value and review what the Boards priority is and report back to the Board at a later date.
IV. New Business

Adams recognized Louise Mack’s report regarding tax liens and he was concerned about the impact of unpaid taxes having on the working budget.  He would like to keep current on this situation and will speak with Mack regarding this issue.  The Board would like to meet with the Treasurer to discuss the impact of unpaid taxes on the town.
The Board reviewed a letter from Louise Mack regarding an overcharge she made on tax liens and requested an abatement to correct the miscalculation.  The Board did not fully understand what had happened and decided not to authorize an abatement until they had a clearer explanation from Mack.

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V. Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for legal issue (real estate) at 7:00 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 8:29 PM.
VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
