TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

July 23, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen (Assessor), Ruth Hook, Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Peter Dooley, Deborah Hadlock (Town Clerk), Calvina Reznek (Treasurer), Ray Clark, Donald Pushee, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM.
Steve Allen – Assessor
Allen continues to compile cyclical data for the 25% reappraisal.  At this time, PSNH is still in the abatement process, Allen will report when he has any information.
Deborah Hadlock – Town Clerk
Steketee stated that the Board never dealt with changing the town clerk’s pay from fees to wages.  Hadlock discussed the amount of hours she works versus what she is paid by fees and that Orford is one of three towns that pay the town clerk by fees. She also pointed out that the budgeted salary for election duties hasn’t changed in over 10 years.
The Board asked Hadlock to research what other towns in the state are paying their town clerk(s) and the Board will discuss it at the next regular meeting.  

Hadlock reported that she is once again looking for a Deputy Town Clerk and will submit an appointment for the position once she finds someone to fill the position.

Calvina Reznek – Treasurer
Reznek reported that 89.57% of taxes have been paid to the tax collector, which has traditionally been the trend for the last 8 years.  The total amount of money not paid for the 2014 taxes amounts to $1,878.987.  The Board agreed that this situation and its impact on the town should be discussed at town meeting.

A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for a legal issue at 6:10 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 6:17 PM.

Zoning Board of Adjustments for Flood Plains
Steketee stated that the present situation regarding Ray Clark’s request to build on his river front property is a Selectboard issue.  Clark asked if the Board would approve his building outside of a flood zone as there is no formal application process to request a review of his application.  Clark, using a map of his Route 10 property noted where he would like to build clearing showing it is outside of a flood zone.
Adams stated that there is no requirement needed from the Selectboard to build outside the flood zone, but he was concerned about access to the building site from Bridge Street.

Cooley felt that there should be a discussion of the proper process and it should be done prior to any decisions being made.  Clark agreed and felt it could have saved a lot of time.  Cooley suggested legal assistance to gain a clear cut process for this situation and any similar that may come before the Board in the future was needed.  Cooley said that she was prepared to expedite the inquiries to move this process along.

Clark listed all that he has done to prove his lot is a buildable lot and following the flood zone regulations.

Steketee stated he will ask the State of NH for a template to establish an application process.

Clark asked to be informed of any progress the Board makes regarding this situation.
The Board decided to meet Tuesday, July 29, 2014 at 5:30 PM to review Clark’s application.

Adams asked if sending a copy of Clark’s map to the State for sub-division and building for their opinion if a permit was necessary.  Cooley suggested Vickie Davis, Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission, give her advice on how best to proceed.  Steketee will contact Davis.
II.  Approval of Minutes
The minutes of July 9, 2014 were approved as amended.
The morning minutes of July 10, 2014 were approved as amended.

The evening minutes of July 10, 2014 were approved as amended.

The Purchase & Sale of the Old Town Hall minutes of July 9, 2014 were approved as amended.

The minutes of July 16, 2014 were approved as written.

III.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported that DuBois & King engineer went to the bridge site and that Daniels Construction should address issues and the silt barriers.  Daniels Construction changed the schedule with footings being poured in September and the precast in October.
Adams stated that the Professional Service Agreement from DuBois & King be changed to read NH legal jurisdiction instead of VT.  The Board agreed.

A motion was made to sign the Professional Service Agreement with the change in jurisdiction to NH instead of VT.  The motion passed and the agreement signed.

Adams reported that he has taken interior excluding the basement and exterior photos of the Old Town Hall.

Cooley reported that the Health Officer sent a notice that the next E-Coli testing will be July 24th.  She asked where this notice should be physically posted.   It was agreed that the notice should be posted on the bridge near public access.

Cooley would like to schedule an exit interview with the Road Agent following the ZBA discussion on Tuesday, July 29, 2014.  The Board agreed and Clifford will speak with Waterbury.

Cooley reported that she plans to complete the employee evaluation she was assigned to be prepared to conduct evaluations within the next few weeks.

Cooley will contact the Town Attorney to inquire about the Lease for the Old Town Hall.

Steketee reported that he has not heard from any contactors regarding the Creamery Road Bridge.

IV. New Business
Cooley stated that there was a need for a municipal representative to the Connecticut River Joint Commissions and the Conservation Commission suggested Christine Balch.  

A motion was made to appoint Christine Balch to serve as municipal representative on the Connecticut River Joint Commissions.  The motion passed.

The Board discussed a letter from Brian Fellers regarding Brian Fellers vs. Town of Grafton et al and preserving all electronic information relevant to his dispute.  Clifford will speak with the Chief and report back to the Board.

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:45 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
