TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Chief Terry Straight (Fire Dept.), Doug Hackett (Hanover Dispatch), Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Roger Hadlock (Road Agent), Ruth Hook, David Smith, Chris Crowley, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM
Roger Hadlock – Road Agent
Hadlock reported that there has been a delay with grading due to raining weather.  The highway crew has been preparing for paving of Archertown Road from Route 10 to Highbridge Road, but met with some resistance from a homeowner with regards to clearing the right-of –way.  Hadlock asked the Board to address this situation with the homeowner soon as paving will begin October 15th.  The Board agreed that Steketee will speak with the homeowner.

Steketee asked about sand screening quotes.  Hadlock stated that he has been unable to find anyone in the area that provides this service.  Having met the guidelines of the purchasing policy, Hadlock contacted Stacey Thomson to begin screening October 20th.

Hadlock reported that the highway department will grade the school parking lot and road down to Route 10 at a cost of $125.00 per hour.  If additional hard-pack is required it will be purchased by the school.

Chief Terry Straight – Orford Volunteer Fire Department
Chief Straight introduced Doug Hackett of Hanover Dispatch to explain the letter regarding the E9-1-1 network.  

Hackett explained that when a community goes into isolation, meaning a communication cable has been damaged and they are not able to make calls on a land-line, the phone located at the fire station which is on a separate network will cover the following communities in case of an emergency during isolation, Orford, Fairlee, Bradford, West Fairlee and Vershire.
Chief Straight distributed September’s activity report, meeting minutes, reported that the department is averaging ten calls per month and that two fire fighters are in their third week of Level I classes that will go through March.  The rescue truck required service in excess of $2,000; there are no records for when the truck was last serviced.

Chief Straight is working on the budget items requested by the Board; he has received 911 maps from Dispatch.   He attended a FEMA grant writing workshop in Littleton and will be applying for two grants this year.  Chief Straight would like to form a grant writing committee consisting of himself, Tim Hebb, Josh Hickman, Michael Gilbert, Chief Kilmer, Anne Cooley, and Faith Knapp.  The Board agreed.
Chief Straight asked if Orford had an ordinance with regards to visible 911 numbers on residence to make location easier for first responders to an emergency.  The Board stated that there was no such ordinance, but Clifford will speak with NH 911 with regards to protocol.

Chief Straight stated that the truck committee is close to having a draft of specs prepared for the Board’s review and then put it out for bid.  Adams remarked that the committee has done an impressive job researching these specifications.

Adams asked Chief Straight to obtain, in writing, the justification from the Association with regards to their increase in rent from $4,900 to $14,400 for the 2015 budget.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of September 24, 2014 were approved as written.

The minutes of September 30, 2014 were approved as amended.
The minutes of October 1, 2014 were approved as amended.

II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported on the September 30th meeting regarding the steel decking loaned to the Town by Tom Thomson.  The decking was damaged when the Newcomb Hollow Bridge washed out and further damaged when removed from the brook.  DuBois & King were investigating the purchase of used decking, but have found none is available.  Adams will speak with Thomson regarding alternatives as he would like the decking replaced in kind.
Adams discussed the requested change in plans by Daniels Construction to place a crane on the east side of Newcomb Hollow Bridge, and also their request to have temporary power lines placed away from the crane area.  Adams will contact DuBois & King and Daniels Construction regarding these requests.
Steketee reported that Creamery Road Bridge re-decking is complete.  The total cost was higher than anticipated due to an additional ten-inch increase in width at the approach on each end of the bridge.  Steketee will discuss the invoice charges with Graton Construction.

Adams stated that October 1, 2014 was the deadline for two residents to comply with their agreement to clear out their illegal junkyards.  Mr. Smith was present and stated that he is not in compliance and continues to try to clear his property.  Steketee stated that Mr. Johnson was in compliance.  The Board agreed to meet at 5:00 PM on October 22, 2014 to do a site visit to each property.

B.  Wage & Benefit Discussion
The Board postponed this discussion due to Cooley’s absence.
III. New Business
Chris Crowley stated that he was present to represent Rusty Keith with regards to his email requesting that the Board inquire about a legal opinion, at no cost to the town, as to the merits of a constitutional challenge of today’s current use tax scheme.

The Board stated that they would postpone any decision until Cooley was present.

Crowley asked if the Board would like to review a draft letter from Keith, the Board stated that they would review the draft letter.

Chase Kling sent a letter to the Board requesting that Dennis Streeter, Charles Waterbury and Susan Kling be appointed Perambulators for the Town.

A motion was made to appoint Dennis Streeter, Charles Waterbury and Susan Kling as Perambulators for the Town.  The motion passed.
Louise Mack submitted a statement of account for the Old Town Hall with regards to taxes.

A motion was made to abate the taxes for the Old Town Hall.  The motion passed.

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
