TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

October 28, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Paul Goundrey, Rob Day, Bob Green, Christine Green, Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Ann Green, Chris Crowley, Bruce Schwaegler, Tom Thomson, Rusty Keith, Ludlow Flower, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM
Tax Rate
The Board reviewed the estimated tax break-down and discussed an amount from the unassigned fund balance to office set the town tax rate.
A motion was made to accept a 5% retention rate bringing the town tax rate to $5.020.  The motion passed.

Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow
Adams reported that there are two issues with the Newcomb Hollow Bridge.

1.  DuBois & King and Daniels Construction have submitted a change order for the Newcomb Hollow Bridge due to the increased cost from PSNH for diverting the power.  As bridge representative, Adams signed the change order and brought it to the Board for a vote and approval of the change order.  The cost to the Town would be $600.
A motion was made to approve the change order for the increased cost of $600.  The motion passed.

2.  Adams reported that a significant development has occurred and discussion would have to be postponed until Friday, October 31st at 9:00 AM when both DuBois & King and Daniels Construction can be present.  The west wall of the Newcomb Hollow Bridge is one foot higher and options to correct are being investigated and more will be known at the meeting on the 31st.
Steketee stated that he contacted Steve Liakos and Nancy Mayville, NH Department of Transportation, regarding this matter and they recommended that the Town expect to have the bridge that was originally designed and not settle for less.

Rusty Keith – Current Use Law Letter
Keith requested Town support in an effort to question the constitutionality across the State with regards to how current use affects property owners.

Adams recused himself as he has property in current use.

Keith explained how current use land affects local tax rates per town.  He felt questioning current use as it exists to measure the cost on each town rather than the burden being shared by the entire State.

Thomson stated he is on the current use board and encouraged the Board to attend a meeting to learn about the process.  He also suggested that the Board hold a public forum to discuss this matter prior to signing anything.

R. Green stated he owns current use land in Orford, Dorchester and Lyme and prior to signing a letter the Board should go to the current use board and ask questions first.

Schwaegler felt that this letter would put the whole scheme at risk.  He encouraged the Board not to sign the letter and learn more about NH taxes.

Flower stated that the legislature created current use and if Keith was not happy with the process he should contact his legislator.  He encouraged the Board not to sign the letter.

Crowley felt the issue was equal sharing the tax burden across the State and not to cancel current use.  He said that the State collects more revenue than individual towns, therefore it should all be equal.
Steketee felt that the fundamental point was being missed.  Keith was just asking the questions as to why taxes due to current use isn’t applied fairly across the state.  He is not trying to abolish current use.  Other communities are paying a fraction of what is being paid locally.  This is just a legal look, the town pays dues to the Municipal Association and this give the town the right to ask such a question.

Keith is hoping that the review from the Municipal Association will initiate the legislature to review this situation.

Cooley stated she was not prepared to sign the letter without more public input.  She was not prepared to spend any tax payer money on such litigation without a clear direction from the town.

Keith stated that his intension was not to go to court, he would just like the legislature to review the process and the receiving information from the Municipal Association would assist with this.

Steketee stated that the Board would not be voting in support of this letter at this time, but felt that it was worthwhile question on the subject.
Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
