TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

August 26, 2015
DRAFT
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen (Assessor), Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Rusty Keith, Harry Pease (Conservation Commission), Attorney Bernard Waugh (Town Attorney), Chase Kling, Susan Kling, Richard Shreve, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30PM
Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported informal hearings were conducted regarding the 2015 re-evaluation of the town for about 20 residents.  The overall re-valuation of the town decreased about 7.79% changing the base rate of a 1 acre house lot from $50,000 to $40,000.
Harry Pease – Conservation Commission
In his annual report to the Board, Pease explained all the work that has been done on the Richmond conservation property on Route 10.  Improving the buffer on the river, creating proper access for farm equipment, removing invasive species and planting of trees and bushes.

Pease reported that the commission has applied for an LChip Grant in the amount of $125,000 for the Mason Pond Project.  Upper Valley Land Trust has completed the appraisal and a complete survey is underway for the project.

A public hearing was held to gain approval for spending $50,000 toward this project and the commission plans to raise an additional $20,000.  The Bischoff’s have asked for $239,000 forthe property, $20,000 will be needed for stewardship and $9,500 will be required for Upper Valley Land Trust staff time and expenses.  
Chase and Susan Kling – Orford/Wentworth Perambulation
The Kling’s reported on the Orford/Wentworth perambulation that took place last fall and gave a short history of the perambulation of the Town that began 245 years ago.

There are four major land owners that are affected by the perambulation and all have been very cooperative during the process.  The south-east corner, the only four-corners marker, had to be replaced a few years ago due to the marker being taken.  Abutters include Appalachian Trail Association/Dartmouth Outing Club/State of New Hampshire, Green Woodlands, Brownson’s and Thomson’s.
C. Kling stated that there is the need for new, younger volunteers in town to get involved in this project that is conducted every four years.

The Board thanked the Kling’s, Charlie Waterbury and Dennis Streeter for their hard work and commitment towards completing this valuable project.

A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for legal matter at 6:27 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 7:40 PM.

Attorney Waugh – Tax Deeds
A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed to accept the tax deed property for Pensco Trust Company/Paul Greenwald contingent upon a positive report regarding concerns of potential Internal Revenue Service liens conducted by the Town Attorney.  
Clifford was asked to contact Primex Insurance regarding coverage of the property with a potential of a squatter issue.

Once all information is gathered the Board discussed following the process of sealed bids with proper notification to the Pensco Trust Company and Mr. Greenwald.  More details of the process will be discussed at a future meeting.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of August 12, 2015 and August 19, 2015 were approved as amended.
II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported he continues to try to reach Mr. Martin, FEMA representative, to complete the process of closing out the replacement of the Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow.  He will keep the Board informed of his progress.
Adams reported that Upper Valley Ambulance will have their 2016 budget figure by mid- October.

Cooley reported she completed the Committee Structure Memo.

The Board agreed that all committee chairs and the entire Budget Advisory Committee should receive this memo.

Steketee spoke with Mr. O’Donnell regarding the Trinity Farm Historic Barn Easement with regards specifically the house barn.  No work has been done on that structure, but O’Donnell has a plan for the structure.  The Board concluded that O’Donnell should submit a plan of intentions.

Steketee met with Tom Duffield, Duffield Engineering & Consulting, and the survey of the Grimes Hill Bridge will be conducted on August 28th.    Duffield asked for a retainer for services for $1,000 which he will send an invoice to the Town for payment.

A motion was made, seconded and unanimously passed to authorize payment of a $1,000 retainer fee to Mr. Duffield.
III. New Business
Clifford reported that River Valley Lawncare was unable to for fill their mowing contract for this year due to a medical issue.  Having requested four quotes she received three, $6,600, $4,300 and $3,800.  The Board agreed to grant the remainder of the 2015 mowing season contact to Timothy Godfrey Property Maintenance for $3,800.00.
A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for legal issue at 8:47 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 8:50 PM.

Adams mentioned that the following should be added as budget items in the 2016 budget.  Engineer Contract (similar to Town Attorney) and Replacement of Jacobs Bridge over Jacobs Brook.  Cooley added the possibility of a fund for Orford Day and items suggested by the Long Range Planning Committee.  This will be discussed during the 2016 budget meetings.
VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:55 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
