TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

September 23, 2015
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen (Assessor), Vickie Davis (UVLSRPC), Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Ruth Hook, Jennah Partington (NE Employee Benefits Co.), Paul Carriero, Richard Shreve, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM
Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported meeting with Rusty Keith regarding questions of property sales, current use and re-evaluation calculations. He will compile a spreadsheet with the necessary information and email it to Keith.
Vickie Davis – UVLSRPC/Floodplain Ordinance
Davis distributed an updated draft of the floodplain ordinance with changes that were made at a previous meeting.  Following a review minor changes were made.  Davis will input these changes into the ordinance and email a final copy to the Board.

A motion was made to submit the updated Floodplain Ordinance to the Planning Board to determine a date for a Public Hearing.  The motion passed.

Davis distributed a draft of a Permit Application Form.  Following review, minor changes were made which Davis will input and send a final copy to the Board.

A motion was made to accept the Permit Application Form for Floodplains.  The motion passed.

Jennah Partington – New England Employee Benefits Company (NEEBCo)
Partington gave a brief history of her company and explained the proposed healthcare plan for the Town.  A comparison of the present healthcare plan and a proposed plan that showed a decrease of rates by 27.39% of the current rates.
She explained the Health Reimbursement Arrangement, Flexible Spending Account, co-pay, deductibles, COBRA and contributions.

The purpose of the Health Reimbursement Arrangement is to reduce the deductible for the account holder and is usually a savings for the Town.

Dental insurance would come from a different carrier at an increase of 32.31%, as Delta Dental could not bid due to contract obligations.  The best price for life insurance was from an alternative company as well.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of September 9, 2015 were approved as amended.
The budget minutes of September 16, 2015 were approved as amended.

II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams has not heard from FEMA regarding the Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow.
Adams suggested that the Board agree to place-holder value for wages, for finalization on October 21, 2015 budget meeting.  He suggested 1.5%.  Following a brief discussion the Board agreed to use 1.5% as an amount for wage increases that is subject to change.

B.  Police Cruiser Storage
Chief Kilmer gave written information regarding rental of a storage unit for the second cruiser.  He has the funds in his budget to cover the storage cost and confirmation that a unit will be ready by the end of October for the cruiser.  
The Board agreed with the rental unit for storage of the cruiser.

C.  Grimes Hill Bridge
Following the September 22nd meeting regarding Grimes Hill Bridge, Steketee reported that Bruce Schwaegler is researching a definitive right of way for bridge replacement purposes.

Adams voiced his disappointment that the two bids received for survey work for the replacement of the Grimes Hill Bridge were so different in what services they provided.  Unfortunately this was missed by the Board when granting the bid.

Following a discussion the Board agreed that all scope of work requests will be done by written requests.

III. New Business
A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for personnel issues at 8:10 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 8:12 PM.

Next Agenda:  Appointment of a Health Officer, Police Department on-call policy, Long Range Planning Committee warrant article on town building evaluations.

Adams questioned if delinquent property taxes are a matter of public record.  What justifies a non-public session meeting for delinquent taxes?   Clifford will contact Local Government Center for clarification.

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 8:27 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
