TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

November 24, 2015
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Chief Straight, Peter Dooley, Ann Green (Planning Board), Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:31 PM
Ann Green – Planning Board
Green asked for clarification regarding the decision made at the June 10, 2015 meeting with Ray Clark to accept a waiver decreasing the curb cut from eighteen feet to fourteen feet and having the project reviewed by a licensed engineer.  She was concerned that this granted waiver was not communicated to the Planning Board.

Steketee recalled that the reduction in the curb cut was granted as it follows town regulations.  Adams remembered that it was an preexisting driveway and an engineer shouldn’t be required.

Steketee stated there are times the Board has the authority to grant such waivers and as far as communication to the Planning Board, it was pointed out that Green was present at the meeting in question.  Adams suggested that any future decision made by the Board concerning the Planning Board be communicated through a written letter.  The Board agreed.

The Board agreed to further research the engineer decision as it was noted the minutes from that meeting a waiver was granted siting subdivision regulations 511.2, because there is no such number.  The Board will get back to Green with their findings.

Chief Straight – Fire Department
Chief Straight was asked at the Public Hearing held on November 18th to produce a breakdown of calls.  He drafted such a breakdown and pointed out all of this information is also reflected in the monthly activity reports he gives the Board the first meeting of each month.
Chief Straight also asked to clarify the mountain rescue that was discussed at the Public Hearing.  The person requiring rescue did not have a sprained ankle, this was a 300 pound person that was unconscious two miles up the trail, this person remained unconscious throughout the rescue and twenty-four hours following at the hospital.  The Town only paid for eight of the Orford personnel that assisted with the rescue.  Fish & Game personnel, Upper Valley Rescue personnel, Hanover Fire Chief and paramedic and others assisting through mutual aid were not paid by Orford.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of October 28, 2015 were approved as amended.
The minutes of November 4, 17 & 18, 2015 were approved as amended.

The Budget minutes of November 10 & 11, 2015 were approved as written.

The Public Hearing minutes of November 18, 2015 were approved as amended.

II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported on the final review of the Newcomb Hollow Bridge before the one year warranty was signed off on.  One minor problem was an erosion area which the contractor repaired.
Steketee reported that the Grimes Hill Bridge bid was accepted and the State Department of Transportation reviewed the plans.  A few changes were recommended regarding the abutments and footings.  Graton Associates agreed to follow the State recommendations.

Adams pointed out the cost of offering town employees health plans for 2-person and family plans as well as dental insurance.  Steketee stated he felt this discussion as well as the review of the public hearing should be tabled until all board members were present.
III. New Business
The Board discussed and agreed on the following meeting schedule for December:

December   2, 2015 – Public Informational Meeting – Tax Rate

December   9, 2015 – Regular Board Meeting

December 16, 2015 – Budget Meeting to review the 2016 budget

December 23, 2015 – Regular Board Meeting

Adams asked Clifford to verify the amount per capita with Upper Valley Ambulance and also to contact the Town Attorney to inquire if on-call pay to a salaried employee is legal.

A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

Dooley asked if the Town Attorney would be present at the December 2, 2015 Informational Meeting to clarify the difference between Budget Advisory Committee and Budget Committee, as there is a significant difference.

The Board stated that the Town Attorney will not be present as this is a Public Informational Meeting regarding the tax rate calculation.

Steketee stated the Department of Revenue has a list of towns have adopted the statue with regards to a budget committee and Orford is not on their list as Orford has not voted at town meeting to adopt the Budget Committee Statue.
Adams mentioned that budget committees have several charges that need to be followed to be considered a budget committee.

Green stated that she was interested in learning more as she is considering placing a petition warrant in the town report asking for a vote to adopt the budget committee statue.  The Board encouraged her to thoroughly research the RSAs before making a decision.
VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
