TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

December 23, 2015
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Mark Burger, Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Peter Dooley, Jordan Sutherlin, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30
Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported that he has completed input of a new subdivision on Quinttown Road and had spoken with two residents regarding the abatement process.  No abatements have been requested or received at this time.
The Board discussed the assessing contract with regards to the purchasing policy to see if it fell under the ‘exception clause’.  The Board decided to see what was available with the bid process.  Adams will research other assessing firms and Cooley will draft a bid for review at the January 13th meeting.

The Board reviewed a note from owners of 26 Morey House Drive with Allen regarding the increase in taxes.  Allen will draft a letter to the property owners explaining the re-assessment process for the Board to review and send.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes of December 9, 2015 were approved as amended.
The minutes of December 14, 2015 were approved as amended.

II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Cooley reported on the recommendation from Upper Valley Lake Sunapee Regional Planning Commission to approve the floodplain permit for Camp Moosilauke-Merriwood for a driveway off Route 25A.  The Board signed the floodplain permit.  

Also recommended was permission for property owned by William McLaughrey to lower his camp located on the river without any further construction to take place until all permits and applications were completed and signed by local and state officials.  The Board approved and signed the letter to Mr. McLaughrey.
Steketee reported on the progress at Grimes Hill Road Bridge.  One abutment has been poured and everything is going according to schedule.
Steketee reported that the home formally owned by Pensco Trust Company/Paul Greenwald, now owned by the Town due to unpaid taxes, has been secured.

Dooley felt it would be in the Town’s best interest to sell the property as soon as possible to bring it back onto the tax roster.  The Board stated that they intend on selling the property as soon as legally possible.

Cooley reported on the Conservation Commission receiving $92,500 L-Chip grant to purchase Mason Pond property.  More fund raising is necessary and there may be a possibility of the price be lowered by the property owner.

       B.  Community Field

Discussion at the Public Hearing on November 18th as well as suggested by the Budget Advisory Committee to increase the license amount to Rivendell Interstate School District for use of the community field and for the school to incur the cost of portable toilets, electricity and sporting equipment.

The Board discussed the best way to approach this situation and negotiate the amount with school officials.  
A motion was made to not automatically review the license agreement with regards to the Community Field without further study.  The motion passed.
Adams asked if the Board wanted to limit the authority with Park & Playgrounds with regards to expenditures to the community field and require pre-authorization of expenses.  The Board will meet with Chair John O'Brien on January 13th to discuss community field expenses and authorization of spending from the trust fund.
III. New Business
The Board scheduled a working session to prepare for the Public Hearing on the 2016 Budget for Monday, January 4, 2016 at 5:30 PM.  The meeting will begin with a closed session to discuss a personnel matter.
A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for personnel issues at 7:00 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 7:15 PM.

VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:17 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
