TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

February 24, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Steve Allen (Assessor), Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Peter Dooley, Ruth Hook, Emily Bryant (Energy Committee), David Smith, Roger Hadlock, Mark Blanchard, Elwyn Brooks, Tom Thomson, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM
Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported meeting with Sam Greene, NH Department of Revenue, for the five-year audit of assessing practices.  The purpose of this audit is to assure accuracy when measuring and listing properties in town.  Allen also has received and begun review of three requests for abatement.
Steketee asked about the subdivision on Quinttown Road that may result in land use change tax.  Allen stated he was made aware of the question and will have an answer for the Board at the March 23rd meeting.

Emily Bryant – Energy Committee
Bryant distributed and explained how the energy committee was formed and its purpose at the time.  The recommendation was that the Board reauthorize the committee as a town committee with a defined mission and governance and the Board appoint new members for two and three-year terms.
Steketee wanted to wait until there was a full board present.  Adams suggested approving the recommendations and structure drafted, appoint new members at the next board meeting following town meeting and disband the current committee as of March 8, 2016.

A motion was made to accept the Orford Energy Committees proposed action with a new committee to be appointed at the March 9, 2016 meeting as ratified within the proposal.  The motion passed.

Elwin Brooks/Tom Thomson – Road work concerns on Mud Turtle Pond Road
Brooks gave an overview of work done near his property in December that left several tree roots exposed due to sculpting near the ditches.  He is concerned for the health of the trees and asked if the town would remove the trees as to not do further damage to his property.
Hadlock explained his plans for ditching this spring and placing two ten-inch pipes in to the to eliminate water problems and also bringing that part of the road up six-inches with a crown.  The work done near the trees should not be harmful in any way.

Adams stated when such work occurs within the town’s right-of way Hadlock should speak with the landowners prior to any work being done.

Hadlock agreed to speak with Brooks prior to any work being done near his property.  Brooks would like to wait to determine the health of the trees before having them removed.
Thomson stated his issue was from July of 2015 when five trees from his property and one from his neighbor were cut and dumped on his property.  He would appreciate a phone call prior to such things being done on his property.  Thomson had spoken with Hadlock soon after the dumping, Hadlock agreed to contact Thomson to discuss the situation, but he never did.  Thomson would like to have the town clean up what was dumped or he would do it and bill the town.  If the town is planning to do the work he would like a certificate of insurance, be present when the work is performed and wanted it completed by the end of July.

Adams proposed that when the highway department drafted their spring and summer projects they send a letter to abutters near where these projects are to be done and clarifying in writing the work and the timeline for completion.   Hadlock agreed.
Peter Dooley – RSA Clarification
Dooley requested clarification on RSA 32:14 subsection III, voting procedures.  Which states that the polls are to be kept open one hour following discussion of RSA 32.  Dooley stated a petition warrant article dealing with RSA 32 might be better served being discussed earlier in the meeting rather than in the order of the warrant articles.
Steketee will contact Local Government Center for clarification of this procedure and will contact Dooley with an answer.
Approval of Minutes
The minutes of February 10, 2016 were approved as amended.
II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Adams reported confirmation of receipt of State funds for the Archertown Bridge at Newcomb Hollow should be on the next bank statement.
Steketee reported speaking with Granton Associates regarding the decking change for the Grimes Hill Bridge.  The change was done to allow for expansion over a sixty-foot span.  Graton will complete the guardrails and approach work once the frost is out of the ground.

Steketee and Clifford contacted Local Government Center regarding the request from the Band Stand Committee to allow beer and wine to be consumed at a Lobster Dinner they want to hold on the town common in August.  The Alcohol Ordinance was voted on at town meeting, if it is not stated within the ordinance that the Selectboard has the authority to grant variances on the ordinance it is not allowed unless brought before town meeting with a warrant article.
III. New Business
A.  Correspondence

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

V.  Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 7:06 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
