TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen
Meeting Minutes

April 26, 2017
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Paul Goundrey, David Smith
OTHERS PRESENT:  Cicely Richardson, Justin Adams, Sandra Marsh, Mark Marsh
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM
In the absence of Chair John Adams, it was decided that Goundrey would chair the meeting.
Steve Allen - Assessor
Allen reported he was about half done with the process of reviewing sixty parcels for new construction that were reported in the property inventory forms.
Goundrey stated he would like to review the accessing software with Allen.  Allen will contact Goundrey when he is in the office again.

II.  Old Business

A.  Board Reports
Smith reported the Planning Board did not have much going on so they are working on organization of the board by creating a yearly calendar.

Goundrey reported speaking with the Road Agent regarding his shoulder injury.  He will require surgery in the next month.

Goundrey received a phone call from State Trooper O’Toole regarding contracting coverage for the Town until an officer is hired for the vacant position.  To date the State has covered six calls, two were at Rivendell Academy.  Goundrey has been trying to contact the State Barracks to get more information regarding scheduling times and the cost for the State to patrol in Orford.  Goundrey has also contacted Lyme and Piermont Police Departments with regards to mutual aid.  He will contact Prosecutor Chris O’Connor to confirm the mutual aid is in effect as the paperwork has conflicting information.

B.  Other
Smith reported speaking with the Trustees of the Orford Free Library regarding payment of their 2017 appropriation voted on at town meeting.  The Trustees preferred to receive their appropriation bi-annually rather than quarterly.  Clifford will make the Treasurer aware of this request.
III. New Business
Goundrey asked those in attendance if they had any questions for the Board.

Justin Adams asked if the potholes would be fixed this year or next.  Orfordville Road, Sawyer Brook Road, all dirt roads in town needed repair.  Adams asked if the Board could direct the highway department to fix the potholes or hire someone to do this.
Goundrey, as Selectboard Representative to the Highway Department, stated he would speak with the Road Agent, but he would not micromanage the department.

Adams stated that the grader was on Orfordville Road for two days and only half of the road was graded, at this point Orfordville Road along with Upper and Lower Stonehouse Mountain Road should have been graded.

Goundrey had spoken with an experienced grader operator in Thetford and was told during this time of year with an eight-hour work day he would complete a mile and a half of grading.  Goundrey stressed it was only April 26th, it cannot be expected to have all roads graded this soon.

Smith mentioned a concern regarding the cleanup of the West Common.  John O’Brien and Lawrence Hibbard cleared the area which is the responsibility of the person contracted to do the yearly mowing for the town.  Smith felt if the contractor (Timothy Godfrey) was being paid to do this he should be actually doing the work.

Goundrey, as Selectboard Representative to Parks & Playgrounds, will contact John O’Brien, Chair of Parks & Playgrounds regarding this matter.  Goundrey was unaware of any agreement between O’Brien and Godfrey with regards to the spring cleanup, but asked those concerned to be positive, Godfrey has just begun his contract with the town and should be given a chance.  The discussion ended with Goundrey asking for those addressing the Board to do so with mutual respect and honesty, he also asked that if there were any further concerns regarding the Highway or Parks & Playgrounds that they be addressed to him as Board Representative.
A.  Correspondence
A written request from the Town Clerk requesting S. Thomson receive a refund for a registration done in error.  A motion was made to allow the refund to Mr. Thomson for his truck registration.  The motion passed.

B. Accounts Payable

The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

C.  Other
Goundrey reviewed quotes gathered by the Road Agent, as per the purchasing policy, for clearing of trees in the towns sandpit.  Warrant Article 15 in the amount of $2,500 for clearing of the trees was approved at town meeting.

Chief Crushing & Excavation quoted $2,500.

T. Enterprises Inc. quoted $3,200.

Thomson Timber quoted $5,000

Goundrey would like to speak with the Road Agent about the quote process before a decision is made by the Board.  Smith suggested a reclamation plan and confirmation of boundary lines prior to any work being performed.

The Board agreed to table this decision until the next regular meeting.

The Board reviewed a quote from L. Hibbard to secure the small garage on Route 25A owned by the Town.  The police cruiser is being kept there temporarily until a storage until becomes available in May.    The Board agreed to defer a decision, the cruiser will be moved the first of May to the storage unit.

IV. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of April 12, 2017 were approved as amended.

Goundrey reviewed the process for report of cuts and how to determine yield tax for this billing season with Smith.
VI.   Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
