TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen

Meeting Minutes

January 21, 2016
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Tom Steketee, Anne Duncan Cooley, John Adams
OTHERS PRESENT:  Louise Mack (Tax Collector), Kathy & Frosty Sobetzer, Ann Green, Kelly Barber, Sandra Marsh, Justin Adams, Alan Bean, Sheila Thomson, Cicely Richardson (Journal Opinion), Ruth Hook, Jim Hook, Lawrence Hibbard, Lora Schwarz, Sheri Clifford (Town Administrator)
Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:32 PM.
Louise Mack – Tax Collector
John Adams announced that Mack exercised her right for an open session.  Mack agreed.  He then asked Mack to explain how she handled refund for overpayment of taxes.  Mack stated that until this year she would write a check from her personal checking account to the person and then reduce to her taxes.  Adams pointed out that this was irregular according to State Regulations with her using her personal finances and crediting her own taxes.  Mack agreed and stated that she is no longer using this procedure.

K. Sobetzer asked about the meeting that occurred between her, Mack and Steketee.  He came to them with an issue and they have never heard the outcome.  Adams stated that it was later discovered that Town records were correct; there was apparently a problem elsewhere.

Steketee stated that he was faced with a problem and was trying to find the solution and came to Mack for assistance.  He apologized for any misunderstanding his questions may have caused.

Sutherlin stated that here were two other issues, making the tax collector position appointed rather than elected and trying to force Mack from her position.  Adams stated that these items were not under consideration.  Cooley stated that these items are rumors and should be treated as such, but thanked Sutherlin for looking for the truth.
Work Session
Cooley asked the Board if they agreed she should meet with employees to begin discussion on increasing the employee contribution to insurance.  The Board agreed.

Cooley is willing to begin discussions regarding the Orford Academy Building with the Rivendell School Board and was willing to also speak with them about increasing the amount for use of the Community Field.  The Board agreed and Cooley will keep them informed on both issues.

The Board discussed who would be responsible for the Selectboard Report, the Budget Report for the town report and power point presentation for town meeting.  Steketee will draft the Selectboard Report; Cooley will draft the Budget Report and prepare the power point presentation.

The Board decided that the Warrant will remain the same with the exception of including the Floodplain Ordinance revision.

A motion was made to enter into nonpublic session for personnel issues at 6:18 PM.  A roll call vote of members present was taken with a decision in the affirmative.

The Board resumed the regular meeting at 6:45 PM.

Adjourn

The meeting adjourned at 6:50 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
