
TOWN OF ORFORD
Board of Selectmen
Meeting Minutes

​​​​​​​​​​​​November 28, 2018
MEMBERS PRESENT:  John Adams, Jim McGoff, David Smith
OTHERS PRESENT:  Esther Dobbins-Marsh, Steve Allen, Cicely Richardson, Ann Green, Harry Osmer, Mark Marsh, Eva Daniels, Paul Carriero, Justin Adams, Faith Knapp
I. Call Meeting to Order
The meeting was called to order at 5:30
Steve Allen – Assessor
Allen reported he completed the 2018 Sales ratio report verification for the NH DRA which is due by December 15, 2018. The board discussed the report, then signed the report along with Allen. Dobbins-Marsh will upload to the state thru their portal. 
II.  Old Business

A. Board Reports 
Planning Board - McGoff discussed the Planning Board meeting. There were several people in attendance that took issue with the Master Plan. Several suggested changes, but the Planning Board felt the Master Plan had been worked on for several months and the majority of that board were satisfied with the final product. Others in attendance took issue with the way the Master Plan public meeting notice was posted as many didn’t know that the meeting was taking place. Adams asked about the legal situation. McGoff & Carriero recused themselves from this agenda item. The voluntary merger was approved for Barbara Sargent and Tom Thomson (acting chair for this agenda item) filed the document at Grafton County Registry of Deeds today.

UV Ambulance - Adams reported there was no UV Ambulance Assoc. meeting, but heard they are looking for a new director.

Highway – McGoff spoke about some challenges the highway department was dealing with. During the recent snow storm on Nov 27th, the 1-ton broke down and it took several hours to have it repaired. That same day another truck got stuck. The road agent wasn’t aware of the ability to contact area residents to help with snow plowing. Adams said the board has an obligation to the town to keep the roads cleared and as safe as possible – McGoff will work with the road agent to create a contact list for future reference. Sawyer will need to verify these drivers have the appropriate licenses. The new road crew employee will start work on December 10th.
B. Update on Pending Projects
1. DES mtg. regarding the Orfordville Bog

Smith has not heard back from Craig Rennie (NH DES) in response to the email and photos submitted. 
2. Sand Pit Analysis

The Town received a quote from Harry Burgess to analyze the sand pit. The board wants to peruse additional quotes – McGoff will follow up on this.
3. New Truck Purchase

The board reviewed a bid from Gateway for the 2019 F-550. The board requested Dobbins-Marsh do a comparison spreadsheet for all bids received and present to the board at their next meeting. Justin Adams asked if the Town is obligated to take the lowest bid. John Adams said not necessarily, but the board would need to justify their reasons why.
4. Archertown Road Rebuild

Adams reported that Dubois & King proposed a meeting in Orford for Monday, December 3rd at 10:30 AM to look over the road. Knapp asked about the issue with the Japanese Weed. She’s concerned if it gets into the waterways it will be an issue. Perhaps the state can help with this. 
5. Removal of Beaver Dam on Archertown Road

Dobbins-Marsh reported the letters to the abutters were mailed last week

C. Other

Adams reported the Trustee of the Trust Funds want to add $1,000 to the Executive budget. The state is requiring additional reporting, and the Trustees will need additional training.

The meeting recessed at 6:30 PM for the board to join the meeting to review of the 2019 Budget with the Budget Review Committee.
The Selectboard meeting resumed at 9:45 pm
III. New Business
A.  Correspondence

· The board received information from Ruth Hook regarding an amended RSA 72:28A that will allow all Veterans’ to qualify for the tax credit as currently allowed under RSA 72:28

Motion made to accept the language as a Warrant Article for the 2019 Annual Meeting. Motion Passed.

· The board signed the Perambulation report provided by Chase Kling. Smith requested the Selectboard write a letter of thanks for the work put into this project.
· McGoff reported that every year there is a multi-day seminar for road agents, which includes several venders displaying their newest equipment. McGoff will obtain more information as he feels it would be something Kevin Sawyer should attend. The board agreed.
· Dobbins-Marsh presented emails from FEMA reps requesting information on the Quinttown Road Mitigation to work on the duel culverts. Adams asked Dobbins-Marsh to forward the email request to Michael Gilbert.

· Adams discussed the issue around how board agendas and minutes are posted. The Selectboard can create a policy to address this issue. Adams will write up a preliminary policy for the board to review.

· McGoff asked about the job description for the Deputy Admin Asst. position. Dobbins-Marsh is working on this and will give to the board to review once it’s pulled together.
B. Accounts Payable & Manifests
The correspondence and accounts payable folders were reviewed and signed where necessary.

IV. Comments & Questions from Public

None at this time.
Approval of Minutes

The minutes of November 08, 2018 were approved as amended.

The minutes of November 13, 2018 were approved.

The minutes of November 14, 2018 were approved as amended.

The minutes of November 19, 2018 were approved.

V.  Adjourn

Motion made to adjourn the meeting. Motion Passed

The meeting adjourned at 10:10 PM
Respectfully Submitted,
Esther Dobbins-Marsh

